
546 

May 8 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

invest in weakening and destabilizing the 
state. And I would like to thank the Presi-
dent who, through the DEA, is helping us 
in this effort against the plague of drugs. 

And I will end on a note of hope, be-
cause we have countrymen who are here 
illegally and are living in a difficult situa-
tion. The President has promised to work 
on an immigration bill that will help im-
prove the lives of our countrymen here in 
the United States. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Good job. Thank you, 

sir. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambassador to 
Haiti Janet A. Sanderson. President Preval 
spoke in French, and his remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter. 

Remarks at a Dinner With Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom 
May 8, 2007 

Queen Elizabeth II. Mr. President, I 
wondered whether I should start this toast 
saying, ‘‘When I was here in 1776,’’ but 
I don’t think I will. [Laughter] 

Mr. President, it is a real pleasure to 
welcome you and Mrs. Bush here this 
evening. Over our 6 days in the United 
States, we have much enjoyed the chance 
to dwell on the history of the relationship 
between our two countries, as well as cele-
brating its present strength and vitality. I 
would like to thank everyone for the 
warmth and kindness extended to us. 

I would also like to take this opportunity, 
on the day that has seen the formal transfer 
of power to the devolved Northern Ireland 
Government, to thank you and your prede-
cessors for your contribution to bringing 
peace to Northern Ireland. 

May I ask everyone to rise and drink 
a toast to President and Mrs. Bush, to the 
future of our two countries, and the endur-
ing friendship between Britain and the 
United States. 

Mr. President. 

[At this point, the Queen offered a toast.] 
President Bush. Your Majesty, I can’t top 

that one. [Laughter] 
Your Royal Highness, distinguished 

guests, thank you so much for a warm wel-

come. Laura and I appreciate your hospi-
tality. I particularly want to thank Ambas-
sador Manning and Lady Manning for invit-
ing us to your home. 

The friendship between the British and 
American people is one of the oldest and 
most enduring in history. This friendship 
has been built on the common ideal of 
freedom and forged by our shared sacrifices 
in freedom’s defense. 

Your Majesty, I appreciate your visit to 
our World War II Memorial. I thank you 
for sharing your perspective last night on 
how the Atlantic alliance that emerged 
from a great conflict has helped lay the 
foundation for freedom’s triumph in Eu-
rope and beyond. 

Today, British and American troops are 
following the example set by a previous 
generation. Troops from our two countries 
are serving side by side to bring the hope 
of liberty to regions that have not known 
it. Together, we’re supporting young de-
mocracies that are taking their first steps 
on the path to free and peaceful societies. 

This morning the world witnessed yet an-
other advance for freedom and peace: The 
people of Northern Ireland took control of 
their future when Catholics and Protestants 
came together to form a new Government 
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that offers the prospect of peace and rec-
onciliation after years of violence and divi-
sion. In Belfast today, we’re seeing once 
again how democracy and freedom can help 
heal a wounded world. 

Your Majesty, thank you for your words 
tonight and for the love and affection you 
have shown the American people over 
many years. In this spirit, I offer a toast 
to Your Majesty, to Your Royal Highness, 

and to our closest of friends, the British 
people. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. at the 
British Embassy. In his remarks, he referred 
to Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh; and 
the United Kingdom’s Ambassador to the 
United States Sir David Manning and his 
wife Catherine. 

Directive on National Continuity Policy 
May 4, 2007 

National Security Presidential Directive/NSPD– 
51 
Homeland Security Presidential Directive/ 
HSPD–20 
Subject: National Continuity Policy 

Purpose 
(1) This directive establishes a com-

prehensive national policy on the continuity 
of Federal Government structures and op-
erations and a single National Continuity 
Coordinator responsible for coordinating 
the development and implementation of 
Federal continuity policies. This policy es-
tablishes ‘‘National Essential Functions,’’ 
prescribes continuity requirements for all 
executive departments and agencies, and 
provides guidance for State, local, terri-
torial, and tribal governments, and private 
sector organizations in order to ensure a 
comprehensive and integrated national con-
tinuity program that will enhance the credi-
bility of our national security posture and 
enable a more rapid and effective response 
to and recovery from a national emergency. 

Definitions 
(2) In this directive: 

(a) ‘‘Category’’ refers to the categories of 
executive departments and agencies 
listed in Annex A to this directive; 

(b) ‘‘Catastrophic Emergency’’ means any 
incident, regardless of location, that 

results in extraordinary levels of mass 
casualties, damage, or disruption se-
verely affecting the U.S. population, 
infrastructure, environment, economy, 
or government functions; 

(c) ‘‘Continuity of Government,’’ or 
‘‘COG,’’ means a coordinated effort 
within the Federal Government’s ex-
ecutive branch to ensure that National 
Essential Functions continue to be 
performed during a Catastrophic 
Emergency; 

(d) ‘‘Continuity of Operations,’’ or 
‘‘COOP,’’ means an effort within indi-
vidual executive departments and 
agencies to ensure that Primary Mis-
sion-Essential Functions continue to 
be performed during a wide range of 
emergencies, including localized acts 
of nature, accidents, and technological 
or attack-related emergencies; 

(e) ‘‘Enduring Constitutional Govern-
ment,’’ or ‘‘ECG,’’ means a coopera-
tive effort among the executive, legis-
lative, and judicial branches of the 
Federal Government, coordinated by 
the President, as a matter of comity 
with respect to the legislative and ju-
dicial branches and with proper re-
spect for the constitutional separation 
of powers among the branches, to 
preserve the constitutional framework 
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